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Meeting Recap

Here is a short recap of the most recent
base meetings. You can read the minutes of
each meeting on the Seattle Base website:
http://www.ussvi.org/base/Seattle.asp
and blog. A copy of the previous meeting
minutes is also available to read before
each meeting.

September Meeting

The Bi-Monthly Newsletter of the Seattle USSVI Base

The Dolphin Brotherhood

Our Creed: To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving their
country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.

At the September meeting we recapped
the Tolling Ceremony. We also got updates
on the Holiday Luncheon, see page 11 for
the registration form. We are limited to 65
attendees this year, so be sure to get your
form in early! We also learned that we have
found a home for the base float. DeFord
Cochrane, who was our speaker at the July
meeting, agreed to let us use some of his
land for the float.
There was no program for the
September meeting.

October Meeting

In October we got an update on the Auburn
Veterans Day parade, see page 4 for more
information, and Veterans Day ceremony
at Tahoma National Cemetery. Jim Harper
reminded everyone that payment of annual

USSVI dues is coming up at the start of the
year. We also heard the slate of nominations
for the 2018 Base elections. You can see the
list on page 3.
Our program for October was a
presentation by Greg Emerson of the Sons
of the American Revolution. Greg talked
about typical living conditions during
the American Revolution and how young
Americans helped change the world. Greg
started with information on colonial money
and lifestyles. He also talked about the
causes of the revolution and how families
participated in it. He discussed the clothes,
uniforms, and weapons used by each side.
Greg finished up by recounting stories
of young people that helped out during
the revolution, including Sybil Ludington,
Andrew Jackson, John Quincy Adams, and
Alexander Milliner. It was a really interesting
presentation covering a familiar subject,
but adding a lot of new and different
information.
The monthly meetings are always a
good chance to catch up with shipmates and
share a few sea stories. We hope to see you
at the next meeting.

Commander’s Corner
By Al Smith, Base Commander

Shipmates,
Here we are approaching the end of the year and coming into the
holidays. This is a time to look back and think of how lucky we are.
We have good friends, family, and memories and let’s not forget the
good times. For me it is the time I have had with my friends in the
Subvets and others. I am reaching the end of my tenure as Seattle
Base Commander and have enjoyed my time and all the help that I
have received from each and every one of you. Thanks.

As most of you know we have storage for the float. You might
say it’s in my back yard or least on the other side of the fence in my
neighbor’s field. Dutch, Jim, and I got it in and set up the shelter and there it sits. It’s
nice to know that we have a place for the time being and will not need to worry about it.
It is in the custody of the Navy.
On November 11 we will be part of the Auburn Veterans day parade and the
See “Commander’s Corner” on Page 2
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U.S. Submarine Force Losses
November - December Losses
Remembering our lost shipmates. Thank you for
your service and sacrifice.
November
USS Albacore (SS-218) lost on 7-Nov-1944,
with the loss of 86 crew, when it was sunk in the
channel between Hokkaido and Honshu.
USS Growler (SS-215) lost on 8-Nov-1944, with
the loss of 84 crew, when it was sunk in South
China Sea.
USS Corvina (SS-226) lost on 16-Nov-1943, with
the loss of 82 crew, when it was sunk just south of
Truk by a Japanese submarine.
USS Scamp (SS-277) probabaly lost on 16-Nov1944, with the loss of 83 crew, when it was sunk
off Inubo Saki near Tokyo Bay.
USS Sculpin (SS-191) lost on 19-Nov-1943, with
the loss of 43 crew, when it was scuttled after
taking severe damage north of Groluk Island
near Truk. 41 crew were taken prisoner, only 21
survived the war.
December
USS Capelin (SS-289) lost on or after 1-Dec-1943,
with the loss of 76 crew, when it was sunk off
Celebes, possibly off Kaoe Bay; Halmahera or in
Molukka Passage. No reports were made from boat
after it left Darwin around 17-Nov-1943. Potential
loss date spread given as 23-Nov-1943 to 9-Dec1943.
USS Sealion (SS-195) lost on 10-Dec-1941 when it
was scuttled in Manila Bay after damage at Cavite.
Bombed on 10 December 1941 with the loss of four
crew. Damage was sufficient to preclude removal to
home waters when Philippines were surrendered.
First American submarine lost during World War II.
Portions of wreckage remained in place until late
1950’s when it was sold for scrapping.
USS F-1 [ex-Carp] (SS-20) lost on 17-Dec-1917,
with the loss of 19 crew, when it was sunk after
collision with USS F-3 off San Clemente, CA.
USS S-4 (SS-109) lost on 17-Dec-1927, with the
loss of 40 crew, when it was sunk after ramming by
USCG Paulding. Hull raised and used for study in
submarine escape.
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“Commander’s Corner” continued from page 1

Veterans Day Ceremony at the Tahoma National
Cemetery. I really hope you can make it to one of
those events and I am looking forward to seeing
you there.
Last but not least, base elections are coming up.
We have a number of members that have agreed
to step up to fill each of the positions for our base.
I want to thank each of them, but I also want to
encourage all of you to step up to help out with
Base events and consider running for an officer
position.
I hope you had a fun Halloween and I want to wish
to all of you a happy Thanksgiving.
Take Care,
Al Smith
Seattle Base Commander

Join the USSVI the Boat Sponsorship
Program
Your contribution to Boat Sponsorship Program
(BSP) pays to send three copies of each issue
of American Submariner magazine for the
subscription year to the command, boat, or
other place where news of the Silent Service is
welcomed. The cost is $30 per year or a total
of 12 magazines (three each of the four annual
volumes). The subscriptions may be made in the
name of a Base or an individual.
The Program Manager is Victor Van Horn
(vmjvanhorn@aol.com). Questions on the program
may be addressed to him.
Each sponsor will receive the special BSP
patch the first time they sponsor. Additionally, all
sponsors will be entered in the quarterly USSVI
Boat Giveaway contest, a $500 value (one entry
per sponsorship).

Calendar Recycling
As the months get fewer on your 2017 submarine
calendar, you might be wondering what to do with
with this and any other old submarine calendars.
How about turning them back in for recycling?
Karl ‘Dutch’ Krompholz has asked that
members bring any old submarine calendars to him
at future meetings. He will recycle the old calendar
pictures for other purposes, such as giving away to
kids and veterans.
So think about bringing your old calendars
to the next meeting and give them a new life.
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Seattle Base Elections

At the October meeting, the Nominations
Committee turned in their for Seattle Base officers
for our January elections. Here is the list of officer
nominees:
•
Base Commander – Ric Hedman
•
Sr Vice Commander – Larry Abbott
•
Jr Vice Commander – Earl Greening
•
Secretary – Joint position by Bill Giese and
Lois Mezek
•
Treasurer – Jim Harper
Committee Chairs:
•
Chief of the Boat – Ralph Sterley
•
Membership – Kerry Ryan
•
Base Chaplin – Andrea Geisler
•
Storekeeper – Ralph Sterley
•
Webmaster – Steve Shelton
•
Newsletter Editor – Dave Schueler
If you would like to throw your hat in the ring or
nominate someone for a position, please contact
Larry Abbott or Kerry Ryan with the information.
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2018 Submarine Veteran Calendars

The 2018 calendars are here! This year’s calendar
features submarines of the Pacific Fleet and has
lots of great photos of submarines in the Puget
Sound area. Calendars are available from the Base
Storekeeper for $10.95. Be sure to get your copy
before they are gone.

Holiday Giving
As we approach the end of the year and holiday
season, I know you are all planning your holiday
giving. Why not include a tax-deductible donation
to Seattle Base or the USSVI Charitable Foundation
this year?
Because USSVI is now considered to be
a “War Veterans” organization, donations to the
Seattle Base are tax deductible. Donations to the
base help fund our activities throughout the year.
The USSVI Charitable Foundation has
several dedicated funds: Brotherhood, Memorial,
Scholarship, Submarine Library, and Submarine
Museum. There is also a General Fund if you can’t
decide on a specific cause. You can find out more
about the Charitable Foundation online at: www.
ussvi.org/charitable.asp. You can also donate
online or through the Base Treasurer.
Please contact Base Treasurer Jim Harper
(tel: 425-357-6485, e-mail: kh6cn@earthlink.net)
for more information or to make a donation.

Getting your Dolphin Brotherhood
Seattle Base offers a several ways to get your copy
of The Dolphin Brotherhood newsletter: by mail, by
download the PDF version from the Seattle Base
website or blog, and as a PDF attachment to an
email.
Because of the costs for printing and
mailing, we want to encourage our members to try
out one of the PDF versions.
You can download a full-color PDF of the
most recent newsletter at the Seattle Base website
or Seattle Base blog, just go to the page and look
for the newsletter link.
If you would like to get a full-color, PDF
version of the newsletter by email, just send a
message to the email address:
seabase_editor@yahoo.com with the subject
“Subscribe” and please include your name in the
message. Alternatively, you can just speak with me
(Dave Schueler) at a base meeting or event. Once
I get your request, I will add your name to the
email list and send you a copy of the newsletter
as an email attachment. The newsletter is usually
700 – 1,000 kb in size and shouldn’t provide any
trouble for most email systems.
Email is a great option for those of you who
do not need a hardcopy of the newsletter, but don’t
want to download a copy from the website.
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Auburn Veterans Day Parade
Seattle Base, Bremerton Base, and the Silent
Service Motorcycle Club will be participating in
the Auburn Veterans Day Parade on Saturday,
November 11. We will meet near the junction
of Main and K Streets in Auburn. Please arrive
between 10 – 10:30. There is free parking in the
Auburn transit center garage by the train depot.
There are several places we can meet for breakfast
before the parade and we are hoping to meet for
lunch with some of the other USSVI members after
the parade. The parade will start at 11:00. You
can see more about other parade and Veterans
Day events on the City of Auburn website. Be
sure to check the Seattle Base blog for additional
information.

Active Duty submariners, Seattle Base,
Bremerton Base, and Silent Service Motorcyle
Club SubVets at the 2016 Aubrun Veterans
Day parade.
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2017 Holland Club Inductions
At the October meeting Seattle Base added two
new members to the Holland Club; Ric Hedman
and Robert Stapp. Ric was at the meeting and
received his patch, certificate, and challenge coin in
person. We are mailing out these items to Robert.
Congratulations to both Holland Club inductees.
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Eternal Patrol: Pierre Bruneau

Seattle Base member Pierre Bruneau departed on
Eternal Patrol on August 29, 2017.
Pierre was born in Wenatchee, Washington, but he
also lived in Milwaukee, Chicago, Seattle, Silverdale
and finally settled in Redmond, where his family
owned the Skyline Chicken Ranch. Pierre attended
Central Kitsap High School in Silverdale, Nathan
Hale High School in Milwaukee, Lincoln High School
in Seattle, and Lake Washington High School in
Kirkland.
Pierre enlisted in the Naval Reserve in 1947 and
served his country a total of twelve years. He
was a submariner, serving on seven submarines,
and very proud of his military contribution. He
developed his superb upholstery skills at Lynch
Furniture in Seattle, worked for Boeing - earning
numerous awards and accolades, sold and repaired
mimeograph machines and other office equipment
for Olympic Distributors, began his own firm,
Bruneau Upholstery and finally returned to Boeing
where he retired as a senior supervisor.

Ric Hedman recieves his Holland Club patch
certificate and coin

Reminder: Online Exchange Shopping for
Veterans
In March we posted a story about the Department
of Defense (DoD) planning to open online shopping
at the exchanges to veterans.
The Navy Exchange has posted more
information about the Veteran Online Shopping
Benefit (VOSB) on their website. The benefits start
on November 11, 2017, but you need to register
before you can use the benefit.
You can check your eligibility through a
website called VetVerify.org. You will need to
provide your name, date of birth, SSN last four, the
last branch you served in, and an email contact.
To use the website, your records must have been
digitized by the DoD. If your records have not been
digitized or you don’t want to register online, you
can call 1-844-868-8672 to get information on
what you need to do.
Be sure to check the information and
Frequently Asked Questions on the Navy Exchange
site. If you have questions that aren’t covered
on the site, you can contact the Navy Exchange
program at email: VOSB@nexweb.org or phone
888-343-8672.

He married Bernadine Porter in 1949 - a marriage
lasting sixty-four years until her passing in 2013.
They had two children and are both survived by
Edmond Bruneau and Renee (Bruneau) Colleran.
He was also blessed with five grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren who loved him very much.
Pierre loved fishing, square dancing, puzzles,
games and magic. He adored the RV life, sharing
with Bernie many adventures and travels, including
wintering in Arizona. A private memorial was held
in Bothell on October 8. Contributions in his honor
can be made to the American Heart Association.
Sailor, Rest Your Oar

Eternal Patrol: Ron Thody

Seattle Base member Ron Thody departed on
Eternal Patrol on October 13, 2017.
Ron was born on April 12, 1933 and joined the U.S.
Navy in 1950. He qualified on USS Spinax (SS-489)
in 1952 and was a SN(SS) when he left the Navy in
1954.
A Celebration of Life service will be held at the
Edmonds Yacht Club on November 12, 2017 at 1
PM.
Sailor, Rest Your Oar
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Navy’s Nuclear Fleet Shipyards In Bad
Shape, Report Finds.
Geoff Ziezulewicz, Navy Times,

Despite the Navy’s plans to improve its public
shipyards, the four facilities and their equipment
remain in “poor condition,” featuring drydocks
that are more than 100 years old and other
shortcomings that will take decades to fix,
according to a government watchdog report
released Tuesday.
The naval shipyards in Norfolk, Va., and
Portsmouth, ME, and the shipyard and intermediate
maintenance facilities at Puget Sound, Wash., and
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, are vital to maintaining the
nuclear fleet, the Government Accountability Office
report states.
But while they are critical to maintaining
the Navy’s nuclear-powered fleet — 10 carriers and
70 boats — “their overall condition remains poor,”
according to the report.
Backlogged maintenance and restoration
projects for the facilities have grown by 41 percent
over the past five years, the report states.
Fixing them will cost roughly $4.86 billion and
won’t be completed for nearly 20 years, according
to the GAO.
A Navy analysis found that shipyard capital
equipment has an average age that now exceeds
its expected useful life, the report states.
The shipyards are not fully meeting the Navy’s
needs, partially due to these poor conditions,
according to the GAO.
Inadequate facilities and equipment have
led to maintenance delays that contributed to more
than 1,300 lost operational days for carriers and
12,500 lost operational days for submarines from
fiscal year 2000 to 2016, the report states.
As a result of the ongoing problems, the
Navy will be unable to conduct more than a third of
its 218 planned maintenance periods over the next
23 fiscal years, according to the GAO.
The report found that the average age of
the 18 drydocks used to perform maintenance is
about 89 years, with the oldest completed in 1891
and the newest completed in 1962.
Several drydocks can’t support existing
boat classes, while others can only support vessels
when assisted by equipment or tidal schedules, the
GAO reports.
As existing carriers and boats are retired
and new classes come into the fleet, use of the
existing drydocks will become even more limited,
the report states.
Drydock flooding “during certain delicate
depot maintenance tasks” risks worker safety, ship

damage and potential environmental impacts,”
according to the GAO.
Shipyard equipment features submarine
shaft lathes built in the 1930s and plate rollers
built in the 1950s, and requests for repair have
jumped about 28 percent from 2008 to 2016.
“The actual need for repairs may be greater than
the number of repair requests indicates, according
to shipyard officials, because shop-level employees
are reluctant to submit repair requests when there
is little hope of obtaining funding for a repair,” the
report said.
Navy data shows that 48 buildings across
the four shipyards have been condemned or are
unusable for ship repair, including some that are on
the waterfront and could be used to improve the
repair process, the report states.
“Shipyard officials noted that the shipyards
were not designed for their current mission and
that the layout, size of facilities, pier space,
utilities, and safety systems contribute to reducing
the efficiency of the shipyards for repair work,”
according to the GAO.
While the Navy has developed capital
investment plans for shipyards and equipment, the
sea service’s approach does not fully address the
problems because plans are missing key elements,
according to the report.
Missing parts of the plans include no full
assessment of the shipyards’ resource needs,
regular management reviews of progress,
analytically based goals and reporting on progress
to Congress, according to the GAO.
“Unless it adopts a comprehensive, resultsoriented approach to addressing its capital
investment needs, the Navy risks continued
deterioration of its shipyards, hindering its ability
to efficiently and effectively support Navy readiness
over the long term,” the report states.
The GAO recommends the Navy develop a
comprehensive investment plan, conduct regular
management reviews and regularly report to
Congress.
The Pentagon concurred with the
recommendations and noted planned actions to
address the issues.
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Why did one of the U.S. Navy’s advanced
subs return to port with a pirate flag?
By Thomas Gibbons-Neff, The Washington Post

An image posted to a Pentagon media site and
tweeted by Scottish journalist Ian Keddie shows
the USS Jimmy Carter, a Seawolf-class nuclearpowered submarine, returning to her home port
in Washington Tuesday flying the American flag
alongside the unmistakable pirate skull and crossed
bones, known as the Jolly Roger.
The 450-foot-long vessel is one of three in
its class and is specially modified to conduct some
of America’s most covert underwater operations.
That fact alone — as Keddie points out — makes
the appearance of the black and white flag
significant. The Carter, according to photos posted
in April, also flew the Jolly Roger returning from its
last patrol.
The Jolly Roger’s presence on the conning
tower of submarines goes back to 1914, at
the beginning of World War I, when a British
submarine, HMS E-9, commanded by Lt. Cmdr.
Max Horton, sank the German cruiser Hela. Upon
his return to port, Horton raised the iconic pirate
flag, signaling he had sunk an enemy warship.
As Horton’s kills accumulated, he began denoting
them by affixing bars to the flag.
Ali Kefford, in an article for the Mirror, said
that Horton’s decision to fly the black flag stemmed
from insults made roughly 14 years before by
British Adm. Arthur Wilson, then Controller of the
Navy. Wilson said submarines were an “underhand
form of attack” and that their crews would be
“treated as pirates in wartime.” Wilson went on to
say that the undersea boats were “weapons of a
weaker power and can be no possible use to the
Mistress of the Seas.”
At least one other submarine took up
Horton’s tradition during the Great War, but it
didn’t catch on in the Royal Navy until World War 2.
In 1940, the submarine HMS Osiris
infiltrated the Adriatic Sea, a body of water that
then-Italian Prime Minister Benito Mussolini said
could not be penetrated. Once inside, the Osiris
sank the Italian destroyer Palestro. Upon its return
to one of the British flotillas in the Mediterranean,
the flotilla’s commander signaled to the Osiris
that the submarine would fly a special recognition
following its successful mission and that the Osiris
was “not to come alongside until the identity
signal is showing.” A launch from the flotilla then
delivered a package marked “JR” to the Osiris.
Inside, was the iconic black and white pirate flag,
which the Osiris then proudly ran up its tower
before reuniting with the flotilla. From then on,
flotilla commanders awarded the Jolly Roger to
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submarines after their first successes. It was up
to the signalmen aboard the underwater boats to
ensure their flags were updated with the symbols
that denoted their sinkings and patrols.
For British subs operating out of Malta,
flags were supplied by Carmela Cassar, a business
executive who maintained a lace shop supplied by
the city’s surrounding convents. Her flags were 12
by 18 inches and “beautifully embroidered.” When
the submarines failed to return, her flags were
sometimes all that remained.
While the tradition stayed mostly with the
British submarine fleets, Allied submarines also
occasionally flew the Jolly Roger. U.S. submarines,
operating mainly in the Pacific, also flew their own
battle flags upon returning from patrols. These
pennants were unique to the boats but served the
same purpose as the British Jolly Roger.
After World War 2, the black flag popped
up sporadically, appearing on the Churchill-class
HMS Conqueror upon its return from the Falkland
Islands in 1982. During its deployment, the
Conqueror sank an Argentine cruiser with two
torpedoes.
So why did a U.S. submarine return home
observing an undoubtedly British tradition? Much is
unclear. U.S. submarine activity is rarely discussed
by the Pentagon, and the vessels operate in
almost complete secrecy. While it’s unlikely that
the Carter torpedoed an enemy ship or fired one
of its cruise missiles, the flag could represent the
success of a more covert mission. The Carter can
insert commandos, deploy unmanned submersible
vehicles, and probably splice undersea cables all
while using specially outfitted thrusters to almost
hover off the seafloor. One of the Seawolf class’s
namesake subs participated in the Cold War-era
operation Ivy Bells, in which U.S. submarines
tapped Soviet underwater communication lines.

USS Jimmy Carter flies the Jolly Roger as it
travels through the Hood Canal. (U.S. Navy)
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USS Washington Brought to Life,
Commissioned at Naval Station Norfolk
COMSUBLANT Public Affairs

The Navy with assistance from the submarine's
sponsor Elisabeth Mabus, daughter of the 75th
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, commissioned
and brought to life the newest Virginia class
submarine, USS Washington (SSN 787), during a
ceremony on board Naval Station Norfolk, Oct. 7.
Washington, named in honor of the 42nd
state, is the 14th Virginia-class, fast-attack
submarine to join the Navy's operational fleet.
Elisabeth Mabus expressed how proud she was of
the crew and their families.
"I know, though you are all eager to set
out on the Washington, this like all naval service
will requires you to be away from your families for
long stretches, so thank you to the families" said
Mabus. "In a very real sense you are plank owners
of this ship as well."
Mabus gave the order to "man our ship and
bring her to life" before the crew of about 130 men
ran across the brow, onto the vessel.
Washington is the fourth of eight Block III
Virginia-class submarines to be built. The Block
III submarines are built with new Virginia Payload
Tubes designed to lower costs and increase missilefiring payload possibilities. The first 10 Block
I and Block II Virginia-class submarines have
12 individual 21-inch diameter vertical launch
tubes able to fire Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles
(TLAMS). The Block III submarines are built with
two-larger 87-inch diameter tubes able to house
six TLAMS each.
"We won't know what challenges we will
face as a nation in 10, 15 or 20 years, but we know
because of the work being done now at Newport
News and Electric Boat and by the Sailors who call
this ship home, USS Washington will be prepared
for whatever is to come," said Mabus.
USS Washington commanding officer, Cmdr.
Gabriel Cavazos, highlighted the Washington's
capability to dominate the undersea domain and
enable military success in any engagement.
"As I have told the crew on many occasions,
they are the most important component of the
ship. They give the ship its personality and
warfighting spirit. Without the crew, Washington
would not be the warfighting platform she was built
to be; however, combine the two, and, together, we
are the Blackfish," said Cavazos.
“Today USS Washington is alive and stands
ready for mission.”
"Thank you for being here to celebrate this
momentous occasion with us," said Cavazos.
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Washington is the fourth U.S. Navy ship,
and first submarine, to be named honoring the
State of Washington. The previous three ships were
an armored cruiser, (ACR 11), which served from
1905 to 1916, the battleship (BB 47) a Coloradoclass battleship launched in 1921 and sunk as a
gunnery target in 1924 after her construction was
halted, and the battleship (BB 56) credited with
sinking more enemy tonnage than any other U.S.
Navy battleship during World War II, serving from
1941 to 1947.
Washington is a flexible, multi-mission
platform designed to carry out the seven core
competencies of the submarine force: antisubmarine warfare; anti-surface warfare; delivery
of special operations forces; strike warfare;
irregular warfare; intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance; and mine warfare. Their inherent
stealth, endurance, mobility, and firepower directly
enable them to support five of the six maritime
strategy core capabilities: sea control, power
projection, forward presence, maritime security
and deterrence.
The submarine is 377 feet long, has a
34-foot beam, and will be able to dive to depths
greater than 800 feet and operate at speeds in
excess of 25 knots submerged. It will operate for
over 30 years without ever refueling.
Construction on Washington began
September 2011; the submarine's keel was
authenticated during a ceremony on Nov. 22,
2014; and the submarine was christened during a
ceremony March 5, 2016.

USS Washington crew salutes as the
submarine is put into commission at Naval
Station Norfolk on October 7, 2017
(U.S. Navy)
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Monument Honors Those Who Served
Aboard Submarines
Gideon Bradshaw, Observer-Reporter

“(Edward Yoder) was the only submariner that
we know that’s buried here,” said Joe Campisi of
Pittsburgh, a U.S. Navy veteran who, like Yoder,
served on a submarine. “He’s overlooking the
memorial now, keeping it safe.”
Campisi was one of about 20 people who
attended the dedication of a monument honoring
the sailors of the U.S. Navy’s submarines.
The USSVI Requin Base – the Pittsburgh-based
chapter of the national group U.S. Submarine
Veterans Inc. – placed the monument in the
National Cemetery of the Alleghenies in Cecil
Township.
“We got some (funds) from the national”
and raised the rest locally, said member Eric
Bookmiller of Washington. The 20 years Bookmiller
spent in the Navy before he retired as a senior
chief included stints aboard several submarines.
The Pittsburgh-based chapter has 225
members from Western Pennsylvania, West Virginia
and Ohio, said Huey Dietrich, the base commander.
Most of them were in the Navy during
the Cold War, several of those in attendance said
Saturday.
Carl Stigers of Dormont, the group’s
chaplain and first vice commander, joined in 1975
and left in 1993.
Campisi was in the Navy from 1968 to ’75,
completing a series of 2 1/2-month underwater
patrols in the North Atlantic and Mediterranean
aboard the ballistic-missile submarine USS George
C. Marshall.
“Our job was to hide and be ready to launch
missiles in 15 minutes,” Campisi said.
Similarly, Yoder – a member of the group
who lived in Hempfield Township, Westmoreland
County, and died in 2015 – was aboard the USS
Burrfish during the Korean War. On Saturday, his
grave was marked with twin American flags.
A few hundred yards and down a gentle hill,
the new monument to him and his shipmates bears
a submarine between two dolphins.
That same design adorns the pin sailors
earn when they pass the rigorous process to qualify
to work on submarines.
“That engenders you into a brotherhood
that is very unique,” Stigers said. Less than two
percent of the Navy serves aboard submarines, he
added.
“You may have petty bickering” aboard ship,
“but when you have a casualty, everybody has
everybody’s back,” Stigers said.

Sailors assist with the dedication

Requin Base memorial

Requin Base members after the ceremony
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Base News and Information Page
Mark the Date

2016-2017 Seattle Base Officers & Chairs

We are working on a new calendar for 2017 Seattle
Base events and will get the information out soon.
Here are a few items we know about. More dates
will be posted as events are announced.
Nov 11: Auburn Veterans Day parade, Auburn
Veterans Day Ceremony, Tahoma
Dec 10: Seattle Base Holiday Luncheon
Cascade Club - Trilogy at Redmond Ridge
Jan 17: First meeting of 2018, Base elections

Commander:

Al Smith

253-631-5010

Sr. Vice Commander:

Karl ‘Dutch’
Krompholz

253-631-5736

Jr. Vice Commander:

OPEN

Secretary:

Bill Giese

425-379-5351

Treasurer:

Jim Harper

425-357-6485

Membership Chair:

Pat Householder

425-392-0440

Base Chaplain:

Andrea Geisler

425-702-2121

Chief of the Boat:

Ralph Sterley

360-568-4420

Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information
on these events. Be sure to check the 2017 Base
Events Calendar on the Seattle Base blog for more
items.

Storekeeper:

Ralph Sterley

360-568-4420

Webmaster:

Steve Shelton

206-526-1130

Newsletter Editor:

Dave Schueler

206-243-6784

Upcoming Meetings

Birthday Wishes
Here is a list of Seattle Base member birthdays for
November and December. Be sure to wish them a
‘Happy Birthday and many returns’ the next time
you see them, offer to buy them a drink, and see if
they remember what year they were born.
Jim Marr 		
Scott Milne 		
Karl Krompholz
Ric Hedman 		
Andrea Geisler
Phil Carlson 		
Al Harwood 		
David Klugh 		
Marc Vellat 		
James Davis 		
Jim Harper 		
Patrick McGrady
Douglas Abramson
Charlie Ryan 		
Mike O’Bryne 		
Dave Baylor		

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

2
2
6
8
9
25
28
28
5
7
8
21
24
25
26
30

On the Internet
Seattle Base Website: www.ussvi.org/base/Seattle.asp
USSVI National Website: www.ussvi.org
Ric Hedman’s Website: www.pigboats.com
Don Gentry’s BBS: www.bottomgun.com/bbs2/
Ron Martini’s BBS: http://rontinisubmarinebbs.com/

November
15 November, General Meeting
December
10 December, Holiday Luncheon
Meetings are held at the Lake Washington VFW
Post 2995, 4330 148th Ave Redmond WA 98052
The meetings start at 7:00 PM with social time in
the lounge and meeting room before the
meeting.

Newsletter Notes
A full-color version of the current Seattle Base
newsletter is available on the Base website (www.
ussvi.org/base/Seattle.asp).
Remember, if you do not need a hardcopy
of the newsletter mailed to you or if you just prefer
reading the newsletter online or receiving a copy
by email, please let me know. You would be helping
out the base by reducing the cost of printing and
mailing the newsletter.
Also, remember to check the Seattle Base
blog (http://sealebase.blogspot.com/) for event
updates and new articles.
Finally, if you have any comments, good or
bad, about the newsletter or if you have an article
you would like to contribute, please feel free to talk
with me about it. My mailing address is the return
address for the newsletter or you can call me at:
(206) 243-6784, or email at: daveshoe@aol.com
		

Dave Schueler, Newsletter Editor

VOLUME 19, ISSUE 6													

Page 11

US Submarine Veterans Seattle Base Annual Holiday Lunch
Trilogy at Redmond Ridge – Cascade Club
23225 NE Greens Crossing Rd, Redmond WA 98053
Sunday, December 10, 2017 from 11:00 am – 2:30 pm
USSVI Seattle Base is pleased to announce our annual Holiday Lunch at beautiful
Trilogy Pines. Trilogy offers outstanding facilities and amenities worthy of US Submarine
Veterans events like ours.
We are confident this venue will present an opportunity for our shipmates,
spouses, and guests to catch up on past year’s events, trade stories, and make plans
for 2018. You are encouraged to wear uniforms, medals, or any memorabilia you wish
in commemoration of this very special brotherhood of ours. The dress code is informal/
formal, your choice. You are also encouraged to bring submarine pictures, models,
artifacts, etc., to display during the pre-luncheon social time. The Plan of the Day is:
•
11:00-12:00
Check-in and pre-luncheon social hour.
•
12:00pm Commanders welcome and Invocation.
•
12:15pm Lunch
•
1:00pm
Awards and open forum.
•
2:00 – 2:30pm Closing remarks and Benediction.
To keep prices affordable, Trilogy will provide a buffet style lunch with choices of Chicken
and Seafood entrees, vegetables, starch sides, appetizers, salads, and dessert. We
will provide hosted wine, and Champagne for our toast. Non-Alcoholic beverages also
included.
Due to the size of the banquet room and Washington state requirements, we can only
accommodate 65 members and guests this year. If you plan to attend and to ensure
your participation we suggest submitting payment to Jim Harper as early as possible and
no later than mid-November (first come, first served)
Name of Submarine Vet
_____________________________________________
Qualification Boat and Year _____________________________________________
Guest
___________________________________________________________
Guest
___________________________________________________________
Guest
___________________________________________________________
Guest
___________________________________________________________
Your Address
______________________________________________________
City, State ___________________________________________________________
Tel # 		
___________________________________________________________
Number of Entrees ______ X $ 48.00 = Total Amount Due______________________
Mail or give this form to Jim Harper with your check made out to: USSV Seattle Base.
Mail to:
James Harper
		
USSVI Seattle Base (Holiday Lunch)
		
12105 48th Drive SE
		
Everett, WA 98208-9106
If you have questions: Contact Dick Gonzalez @ 425-228-6327 or
Jim Harper @ 425-357-6485

USSVI Seattle Base Newsletter
c/o Dave Schueler
10631 31st Ave SW
Seattle, WA 98146

To:

“No matter where you travel, when you meet a guy who’s been...
There’s an instant kind of friendship ‘cause we’re brothers of the ‘phin.”

- Robert Reed, G.W. Carver (SSBN-656) -
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The Seattle Base Holiday Luncheon will be
at the Cascade Club at Trilogy Redmond
Ridge on Dec 10. See page 11 for the
registration form

